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Introduction
Background
The material of An Introduction to Chinese Newspaper Reading is selected from the Reading Session of Chinese Language Skills for Britain, one of the FDTL Phase 3 Projects. There are 17 articles taken from the Internet newspapers in the mainland China, Hong Kong and Taiwan. Each lesson consists of five sections: Reading text, Vocabulary, Sentence patterns and function words and Reading tips. The characters in the Reading text sections of lessons 1-10 are in simplified form and in lessons 11-17 are in unabbreviated form. Both forms of characters are displayed in the Vocabulary section of each lesson. An Introduction to Chinese Newspaper Reading has about 550 commonly used newspaper words and approximately 108 sentence patterns and expressions which are all listed at the end of this textbook.
New features

In view of helping students to remember words and as well as to teach them to be aware of how Chinese lexes are formed, some frequently used characters of the words in the Vocabulary are explained individually. As a result, students may work out the meanings of new words when they encounter other words which consist of these characters. Most of the Chinese language teachers are aware of that one of the problems when a beginner reads a piece of Chinese newspaper article is how to group the words of a sentence correctly. The “piled-up-boxes” in the Sentence patterns and function words sections are specially designed to help students to identify function words of sentences and to group the words in sentences accordingly. Some of the examples in Sentences patterns and function words from lesson 3 onwards can be used as vocabulary tests as well as sentence analysis exercises. The main reading texts are analysed with colour-code which can be viewed and the reading of the passages can be heard on a CD with Microsoft PowerPoint programme. The main part of the sentences is lit in red and function words are lit in orange and yellow in the analysed passages.
Teaching and learning
This material has been used by the second year undergraduates of Oxford University and it has been completed within 16 weeks of the “One to One” formula. That means that one hour of student preparation and assignment time and one hour of classroom contact time per week. The way of using this material is quite conventional: that is the Preparation-Workshop-Assignment pattern (P-W-A). This means that students should spend 30 minutes to prepare the lesson such as learning the vocabulary, Sentence patterns and function words and Reading tips sections a few days before the workshop. In the workshop an instructor and students will spend one hour working together and concentrating on the sentence and passage analysis of the article by using the PowerPoint programme. A few days later students have to spend 30 minutes individually to complete the translation the article they have done in the workshop. The interval between each lesson is one week.
One of objectives is to help students to remember (passively) as many frequently used words and phrases as possible for newspaper reading. The way we have found to achieve that is not to spend too much time in block learning the words, because this may only work well in the short-term memory and it is not “cost effective”, but to spread out the learning time into different stages with short intervals and display the words in different environment to refresh memory.  For instance, most of the words used in the examples of in the Sentence patterns and function words are taken from previous lessons, so that students can concentrate on learning new sentence patterns and revise old words. By using PowerPoint programme is another way to present the words and passages in a different format to refresh memory.
