M.Phil Year 2 Translation 13HT Week 2

A Point Of View: Making sense of China

1. The reluctance of the educational system - public and private - to grasp
the Chinese nettle is a metaphor for a much wider problem: our ignorance
about China and our failure to appreciate just how much it will change the
world and transform our lives.

2. We insist on viewing it through a western prism. For the best part of two
centuries, Western societies have seen themselves as the model for all
others. But China isn't like us. It never has been and never will be.

3. The values associated with Confucius, who lived 2,500 years ago,
continue to shape and mould social attitudes such as harmony, stability,
order, or the state as a microcosm of the family.

4. If we persist with our present mindset, then don't be surprised if we
continue getting China hopelessly wrong. Worse, with the relentless rise of
China and the long-term decline of the West, we will find ourselves
increasingly unfamiliar with a China-centric world and feel more and more
like outsiders.
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