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Sentence pattern Used as Full-form Page
JLF ADV % 82
2% ADV 83
ER%T EXP 83
£ B2ILGR) ADV ZER 83
B S ADV (V) £t 83
N ADV (V) 83
SVASV: TR, CONJ 84
WF(R)E 5 7 ADV 3 85
A ADV ¥ 85
VVAE V 85
vV Rk EXPinPVC | & 86
T...ViFhk EXP J, & 86
%T ADV #ah 87
wE ADV % 87
7i: 8 (PASSIVE) 87
E2) (PASSIVE) 87
A (H)...49 (PASSIVE) 88
e (PASSIVE) 88
P A 49 ADJ 88
AT ADJ 88
JLA ADJ 89
) ADV 2} 89
AR, ADJ 1) 89
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Vocabulary
B A& jigé to pass (tests) V
8 4 flza to be complicated SV HAE
T ganzao to be dry SV L2
K fazhanzhdong developing countries N i,
K gudjia
BLIR shuo(shui)fa to persuade \% R
B ®0kT | xiazi didn déng | a waste of effort EXP B,
8 % 3 baifeila =,
A jiaocéi teaching material N
(DN shangxin to be sad V-0 %
A M wéinan to make sh.'s life difficult \Y/ Hk
B K xiandan taste (of food) N B
4T zhenghio just right ADV
PP piping to criticise V =t
A APi2 | kanrén tido dan | It's easy to watch other EXP ¥
L) bu chili people doing things
] 4k hiichg to talk nonsense V
AR pii chuang to make beds V-0 e
RAR fantong useless person N PR
Ak fantizi full form characters N A
s+ %47 | cunbl ndnxing | to be unable to do anything | EXP ¥
1% 2% ourén occasionally ADV
RS liangxin conscience N
% B gézi each individual N
HEa, tao yaobao to dig in one's pocket V-0
#FE R | huthuolangfei to be wasteful S\ 1%,
AR laidéji to be able to do sth. intime | PVC &
] Xian slack(ly) ADV/ADJ | F
HEF shéng shi to save trouble V-0
ANZHT | rénshéngdibushu | To be unfamiliar with both | EXP
# the people and the place
1 chao to copy (by writing) V
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A K% | jiuweéndaming | a polite way of saying that | EXP i
one has heard tell of sh. for
a long time

-

L4

3t &

Dialogue

(£ E)
tﬁ%?é%,% FTHI TR, MEFEATT =

%%%%?Méf REREXEA. TEZELERMZIF

mﬁﬂ%’:ﬁﬂlb TR FIILEEH N, TUAEXREG BN AS
o B AMZFH TR, —EABRXRNSATR LB AR H#
B, A REHN, MEZFRALREAF T, - FHNKAEK
R, TA-—REIEXRTFRXRTRIATEFANE

= ¥ R R FE A K ?
29 A, AL MEFD? TEFREREEFRMERT

H, #XJLXR—BAASHhE % ZRIGAEATE
T. B2 FRD?

g £ LFRR! —% EXRIUFE TR BIA » L2 E AL
BARX LR, &AT—LF, FARED T K20,

Z=H % B, ...k, ARTR? FEILHA? L7,
FAK, ohbft A 69 KX LA A

MWMEZA A, A, . AR R A R,

=0 W), TmREZBRIFITFBHMF. HRAEAXIL  AEHT
#ay o B ARSI R MR AR TIFEE,
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(b4 2 F4 @)
2R ARBI B REFE - FKIXILUE b9 KA 3F TR AT ?

e XM BT o MERERARKR T FRETE R,
2T 5569907

— AR KT LI T RS T . ARAMKRG KL
o AXKRLET LR TR 9EAZH A XD,

B e, P, REY, BEAESTARALT
AT B TE D el 2L F TR R AR AR? 0 KA R AR b 8Y
K.

LRI T, THLIRAFLT RGN A AR I A
LBlAL AR — R AR R,

[“F 4t AF B R A5, XS4 B 3R KA ik
Uaaa o ]
LK LR AR TE? BAREE — TS ?

HoE S4B BE S kBRI,

PCAF R AT ESD? RE, RZILA N, 5EH
ﬁﬁ% EEA %%%KEK£%¢!%U,
KAREE EILUKRE ., mEsf 4

XWT AT o AL TRIF—ILE, FIHR! &
XRAR—K » TRRARE R RKIFIRE A DT TR,

! See Practical Chinese Reader Book I, Lesson 14.

2 See Practical Chinese Reader Book I, Lesson 30.
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=i FookF A A Bk, ARARIZREE?

zF  TARDG, REARAMRLT LR, FRIGEH
, ENBAB. WREMR, hEZILEEED?

9 CRRAE  TRLKRWAERLH SILEIL. [HEFSE
i LA RiER T T4 fetfk 2. | X8, AR—FK
B ARAT 5477

M2 [RBERER—ATE K (EE ). | AR T .
0, RIEXRPAKETEHAEDTALK. FEALT,

= RELT? ok, 4T, AL, AL,

" iE & A
Sentence patterns

ji hu chabudud chabu dudle chadianr  (méi)
1L.IVF £2%7% £2%7%7 £5IIL(K)
(ALMOST)
la. JL-F
ALMOST

The adverb JL-F is placed before a verb or co-verb such as 3%, 4& and tt. 4 /L-F4e
iX KB 4RA 2 T . He has almost finished reading that book. JL-F cannot be placed
before a stative verb without —#%, as in: &89 & & JL-F 3k AL 69 —FE4F or &89 2 35
FRALGY £ 7R % 4F My spoken language is almost as good as his.

1b. 2R~ %
ALMOST
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# 7~ % is fairly colloquial in tone and is often followed by a time word: £~ % # & T
It's nearly two o'clock. When £ 1~ % is followed by a stative verb in the comparative
construction, —#f can be omitted. X 3% Y £ 7~ % & X and Y are almost the same
height.

C.ER%T
IT’S ALMOST THERE
IT’S NEARLY DONE

%7 % 7 is used colloquially:
AREIFTS? Isthe meal ready?
B 2747 % T Nearly.

1d. £ &)L (%)
NEARLY

# = JU is another colloquial phrase and is often followed by a verb or a verbal clause:
fe £ &)L T he nearly died. Since 7 (to die) is undesirable, /% is used to emphasize
the undesirability: 4 2 — &% £ 7. This sentence has the same meaning as the first
one, but & implies that the person has escaped from a most undesirable experience.
Negative words in some colloquial expressions have a negative sense but not a negative
function: #& £ — & )LL) £ I (%) & — 41 He was nearly told off by the teacher. The
use of & and % for emphasis in the above sentence implies that the action of being told
off by the teacher is an undesirable one.

In the spoken language, £ 7~ % and £ &)U are used more frequently than JL -F.

EF EULF) (B Z)EHAF 5 AT F 5] K

(£ 2I) ULF) ol e F4ET

AL T — F- 2R 89 R ABHTF R (%Ty)/ L) HEANAHR B!
FFRET » RERMNIRE S HFEXBE(ERS) ULF) %3 5] +—%!
BT it ? ZMN_FREL A AR FHE HBRT > JLFRILT A—H4F,

nanguai guaibu dé
2. MEE EF
NO WONDER
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M1 or 27~ 1F can be placed at the beginning of the second clause of a sentence,
helping to indicate an outcome. The reasons for the outcome are usually displayed in the
first clause of the sentence: % K A 4k, B A AT 24 &R % #542 Her family is rich, so
no wonder she can afford anything she wants.

&7~ 4%F can also mean 7~ ¢ CANNOT BLAME.

In this case, %7~ ¥ can be followed by a noun, a pronoun or a noun clause: #& % # #
&G, AR B A K TEF He can’'t be blamed for the semi-cooked rice: it was the
wrong sort.

O HARR T AT B A (BRF) [ (IR E 2 B8 LR A,
PGB AR A LR, CER) (B ARR)RERFRAEAFARTET .

RGP LRFTIFERFIEEL S RAANFATTE S,
THIRMEFRT  XBERFLE,

FEEET®H  AMEFEAZ TR () (BERF)FE—FOEHRLEL,

shi késhi
3. (S)V AV, TA
YES, BUT ON THE OTHER HAND

This expression is commonly used to disagree with someone in a polite manner. The
first clause usually agrees with or acknowledges aspects of the previous speaker's
statement, while the second clause always starts with =T 5,12 % or %t & (BUT,
HOWEVER) which gives the true opinion or reservations of the speaker.

b EESFCRIC 0 (T) ] (GE) REARRKET .

PR RAK  (T)] GE) RAKRT > HA-NRKEFEE.
FIBIE KB — 535 A4 RALB L TRAFHRTHRXEREZ 7?2
T ERAEREWIL - AFIRAEFIR - TAFARXREKRIAT o

hdo bu  rongyi cai

4.3 (R) &5
WITH GREAT DIFFICULTY

This expression usually indicates that something has been successfully achieved, but
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with great difficulty. It cannot be used to describe something that is actually happening,
or is going to happen. The negation “~ is used for the emphasis of the "difficulty" but
does not have a negative function: &3F & 5 F4F T X HUIR, T RARAF R ZC It's
taken me a lot of trouble to make this meal, and you don't like it..

Sometimes, it can also mean %/ BY A RARE CHANCE. In this case, #F 1~ & % 71 is
often followed by a verb and an action measure such as —/x and —A4...

BF(R)VE S F IRk LK, TRGHRAEL! AAET ST R,
BIF(R)VEH T RET —LREHM  TRFERLLT Ko AERGS!
BIFR)VED T E Rk ERGIR, BRTFHTAHNEHRET » BREXEER T,
Bl ERIFFIRE ST 5.2 T 4T Y TURIT. AR AL HEM,

FRE D) (EF)EFB—k  frix $E%E T,
(5 RE ) (f3) o A E— R LI  RANTHEVHT - AMEEAEIL,

kan
5 VW &
TRY (TO DO SOMETHING)

This expression is commonly used in collogquial Chinese to advise someone to do
something, and it also softens the tone of voice: % 171X iX A& could you have a try?
# should always be placed after a duplicated verb, or sometimes after the object of a
sentence. One can even say 4 & & try to have a look.

AFhEeREEN B EE LK,
B B IE4F .
A EIAER A, 75 A THER ERBFAMIETR L,

P2 AR BERARIRLE WL E T ? B4

bulai

6.V =~k

! In this sentence, & means very, like 1&.
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NO ABILITY TO...

The construction V 7~ %k is similar to 7~4, but V 71~ & is usually used only
colloquially, in southern China, as in 48 7~ kB (or #& " 4&"5/8) he doesn 't
drink/can’t take his drink.

The affirmative form of V 7~k is V #F %k as in #7513 & /8 he is good at drinking/ he
can drink.

A=+ %7 ERAMAKR > AA R, EAMIRT A ER?
A BAT A F AL R

B T AR ZHMETR_ KBAA—1A

BAVGHIFE R R ERTF > TR Rid o ERHET I HT,
KREMAELTFARE  AZEMT .
LiEHERRBLT R - ABRBL L —AAFEEFT,

kui de chulai
7.5 VHEE kR
HOW COULD (SOMEBODY) DO THAT?

This expression has a moral sense and accuses someone of doing something wrong. The
accusatory facts are often fully displayed first, and are then followed by the expression.
Its meaning is similar to & Z 8 :X 4 V, but & Z X £ V implies that the action
mentioned is an inappropriate one and that it does not necessarily have a moral sense of
right or wrong.

LR R, TR E R or

ERoTF R, ARE 4 REXA4E? How could you! Listening to music in the middle
of the lesson!

EANFE 2 B8 4% 5 ? How could you write this character like that? iX A~5, 4%
5 1% %&? How could you write this word!

A RBIFIHFAERIE LR - TRARBRULET H& » BAREAHRL. T
VEAF s RaX AT E?

BAMHZFTARTHE? BRMALIE TH 2R (1?)

hAEA  RAZIENERGARBAL O K ARFEERT . T IHRIEF DA
Fok!

EAVA IR T RFPR A E, THREFT X!
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HEARA) S BIEREIR > THAEFRIRZ A RSHER,

zhongya zuihou
8. #T =]
FINALLY, IN THE END

#-F means that after going through great difficulties something is finally completed.
& has a sense of sequence, and is often seen in the following construction: %...(&/
X)...7 /& FIRST OF ALL... THEN...FINALLY

BMALIT  BEER KRB T X6 BEE,

RFRLT EZFHFELFLT (RE) BEMEEF4E,

A, LAeRE—HORANSFTEAZME?

REWAFT IUNA BRI UGHRAT (RE) AaiEs T,

bei you  shi(you) de shou

9. #, w1, R&(&).. #, L

9a.

The #% construction and others such as the *{, it and % constructions are not the only
passive constructions in Chinese. #% and suchlike constructions are used for stating the
direction of actions or the result of actions that the subjects have received or are going
to receive, as in AR (# )"z 2 T all the food (meal or rice) has been eaten (by him).
In this case the action is * to eat and the result of the action is % there is nothing left.

9b. &

Many passive sentences do not use the #% construction. For instance, # sentences can
also have a passive function. They focus on agents and actions rather than on results and
directions of actions. Verb complements such as ., %F and A2 %k are not used in &
sentences. The agent is important in a B sentence, and cannot be omitted as it can be in
A% sentences: EANE 50 & K 524 HF This activity is organized by the university.

9c. £ &Y

The A...69 construction can be used with & to emphasize an action which has already
completed by an agent: iX A 45 2 (89)& i 5 & This book was written by Lu Xun. / It
was Lu Xun who wrote this book. As in & sentences, the agent & i& cannot be omitted.
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9d. %
RECEIVE
SUFFER FROM (not medical)

% is a verb with a passive sense. It is followed by an abstract object, such as #*f
influence, #| Al exploitation and #: % humiliation, as in /&% < A%k i1 he is always
being bullied by other people.

(8) &A= F R H 0 B A — T HIRA & D
“*% AYERFKRAL  d= #%éﬂ Er8e
75 s AR A— K BEF L —ANALL R
AR IR A AL —AZ 7T H) 52 A 69 % oo
B a&"ﬂF)L ARG T ) Ry
XEFELE (B) KROFMAETLEN,
BIANFRIBEN? EETEANAF?

sudyou de renhé fanshi
10. BrA 69 AT LR
(ALL/ANY)
10a. T A &9
ALL, EVERY

Fir A &9 can be used to describe the subjects or objects of sentences. If 74 &9 is used to
describe the subject of a sentence, #F is placed before the main verb: A7 & &9 A#R &35
3& S All the people (everybody) can speak English. .2 7 #7745 E & | have been to
every country.

10b. A£AT
ANY, EVERY.

10c. LA
(Lit.) ASLONG ASITIS..., ANY

When &1 and L are used to describe the subjects of sentences, #F is placed before

the verb:
AEAT AR 280 o B 4R Everyone wants to eat Chinese food
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JLARAAR L H B4R So long as he is human he must like eating Chinese food
When 4£4T and LA are used to describe the objects of sentences, the object is placed
before the subject:

AT 7R B AR L | eat anything

JLAE &4 So long as it is food I'll eat it.

A TR B (AT e 77 RARE R T - T R KA 2 KGR,
B 1 2 B A RS ?

T¢?%ﬁﬁ% SR (LAZFBRYRFE) #FELT.

FARRI AL ARIFL TP A A E !

FURAARIE LR e AT AZRIFPLIR . T A 89 AERIZ LR

T2 P B 69 B AR RAT A MEATIPT A 69 X 75 AR 48

xian xianchéng

11. 3L I

11a. 2L

(DO) SOMETHING ON THE SPOT (WITHOUT PREPARATION)

# is always followed by a main verb: 45 2] 7 A8 JLEL 3 You can make a speech when
you get there.

11b I %
READY MADE
%, should be followed by a noun: *z 3L a% % To have the food without doing the work.

FEEZAK N AT HRLEARET
MAERFOEREY - 3| TP EAFLRIFR

R T IR ARAE B3 IR 36 0 18] A e 5 A 1 4 %ﬁ%%o
H7Te RIEHEHT  TREARGEF,

FoP LR EL 0 BT IRE LIS
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L i R )

Translations and exercises
1. Make sentences with the above speech patterns.

2. Translate the following sentences into Chinese

1. A: Mr. Li is very capable: he can solve any problem. B: So what! | bet he can't solve
his own family problems.

2. A: Yesterday | spent hours doing my homework, but the teacher didn't want to look at
it today. Honestly! 1 did all that work in vain. B: Surely you aren't just learning Chinese
for the sake of making the teacher happy!

3. They don't get on with each other. They always start arguing before they can manage
a few sentences of conversation.

4. He is always very willing, and he is thorough (— £~ 47) in his work too.

5. How could you teach us this kind of bad language? Surely you are a decent person!

6. After 2 terms' hard struggle we are finally about to finish all the sentence patterns. |
wonder after all whether we have really learnt anything or not.

7. Actually the formalities for going to China and Taiwan are dealt with by Mr. Li. |
don't know anything about them at all.

8. No wonder your spoken Chinese is so chaotic. Almost all the Chinese people you met
in China wanted to practise their English with you. As far as you are concerned going to
China was simply a waste of your time!

Translate the following passage into Chinese.

Last Sunday I drove down to the town with some friends of mine to see a film. The
journey was really terrible. | had never seen so many cars on the road. Moreover, the
cars were moving almost slowly than walking pace.

Two hours later, we were still in the car. My friend Xiao Ding said,

“I really can’t stand it any more! We might just as well walk there!”

“There is no place where I can park the car. Surely you are not suggesting that I should
stop the car in the middle of the road and then get off and walk away!” I shouted angrily
at him.

“I thought having a car was supposed to be convenient, but look at it now, it has only

brought us trouble!” Xiao Ding said in a joking tone.
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“For God sake! Don’t complain any more. Whatever you say you can’t solve the
problem for us at all. Why don’t we talk about something else?”” Xiao Wang finally
spoke from the back of the car.

When we reached the cinema, the film had already started almost half an hour before.

Revision
1. How many expressions can you find which mean "come off it"?

2. Explain the difference between # £ and i%...4F, and give your own examples.

3. Make sentences with the following expressions, and translate them into Chinese.
Bk THRE LIMF /L RIALEF RHARA BRHF thk &/Fk
Ek HIFE TR

4. Write down some expressions which include negative words without a negative
function. Make sentences with these expressions.

5. What is the difference between # & and %4 T2 Give examples.

6. Write down the difference between JL-F and £ 7~ % and give examples.
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